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Occidental College 
Proposal to the John Randolph Haynes and Dora Haynes Foundation for the 

Preservation and Digitization of Northeast Los Angeles Community Newspapers 
 

 
Occidental College, the Eagle Rock Valley Historical Society, and the Highland Park Heritage 
Trust respectfully request a grant of $35,000 from the Haynes Foundation to create a repository 
of 20th century newspapers from Northeast Los Angeles.  
 
Over the last three years, our organizations have gathered, housed, and inventoried significant 
holdings in microfilm and physical copies of more than a dozen papers published between 1906 
and 1996 and covering Eagle Rock, Highland Park, Mount Washington, Glassell Park, Cypress 
Park, and other neighboring communities. Having made substantial progress, we now seek 
funding for a six-to-eight month project to create a strategy for discovery, preservation, and 
digitization of the fragile, rapidly deteriorating newspapers of these communities. We want to 
build upon and contribute to the statewide efforts of the California Newspaper Project and the 
California Digital Newspaper Collection based at UC Riverside. Our project will achieve the 
following: compile a comprehensive list of our region’s community newspapers; identify 
missing publications and/or issues; publish to the Web an initial group in the California Digital 
Newspaper Collection based at UC Riverside (http://cdnc.ucr.edu/cdnc); create a customized 
portal to the physical and digital collection of Northeast Los Angeles historical papers; and 
establish an ongoing and sustainable preservation and digitization program.  
 
The Partner Organizations  
 
Occidental College, founded in 1887, is a nationally recognized, highly selective liberal arts 
college, one of the country’s most diverse (US News ranks Occidental fourth in diversity). Its 
mission—to provide a gifted group of students with a total educational experience of the highest 
quality—is manifest by its rigorous curriculum, strong and diverse faculty, and historic 
commitment to providing access to an intellectually challenging education regardless of 
students’ economic circumstances. With a majority of the students participating in community-
based learning or volunteer programs, community outreach and engagement with the greater Los 
Angeles area are keystones of Occidental’s identity as a residential liberal arts college.  
 
The College’s Library holds collections of printed and electronic materials to support 
Occidental’s academic and regional communities. Providing support for undergraduate, 
scholarly, and public research, the Library’s Special Collections department preserves and 
provides access to thousands of rare books, archival papers and manuscripts, visual media, 
paintings, prints, and artifacts of unique significance, particularly regarding local, regional, and 
cultural history. The collections include microfilm of some of the newspapers that will become 
part of the proposed repository.  
 
If the Haynes Foundation chooses to fund the present request, the College will provide 
administrative oversight of and serve as the fiscal agent for the proposed project. 
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The Eagle Rock Valley Historical Society (ERVHS) is a volunteer, community-based 
nonprofit organization established to preserve, clarify, and perpetuate the history of the Eagle 
Rock Valley and make it available to students, researchers, libraries, and all interested persons in 
the community. Since its founding in 1961 the society has published a quarterly newsletter and 
hosted regular public meetings. For over twenty years, the collection gathered by ERVHS 
founders was displayed in a museum. Since 1990 members have inventoried, digitized and 
archivally stored this collection, and added more historical material; they are currently cataloging 
over three thousand photographs and other items. This archive has been made available to the 
public through weekly open archive hours and online media for over ten years.  
 
The Highland Park Heritage Trust (HPHT) is an all-volunteer, non-profit community 
organization incorporated in 1982. Its mission is to preserve the heritage of Los Angeles’ Arroyo 
Seco communities—Highland Park, Garvanza, Mt. Washington, Hermon, Montecito Heights, 
and Cypress Park—through education, advocacy, and preservation projects for the benefit of 
present and future generations. Since its inception, HPHT has gained recognition in both the City 
of Los Angeles and the State of California as one of the most consistently effective and 
productive preservation organizations. The Trust’s efforts have resulted in the creation of the 
largest historic preservation overlay zone (HPOZ) in the City.   
 
Although not a formal partner, we propose to work closely with the Center for Bibliographic 
Studies and Research (CBSR) at UC Riverside to draw upon their expertise in newspaper 
preservation and digitization and then contribute updated records to the California Newspaper 
Project and a selection of newspapers to the California Digital Newspaper Collection. CBSR 
supports statewide and national initiatives in newspaper preservation as well as state-of-the art 
digital technology for online access. 
 
Statement of Purpose 
 
Our three organizations share a commitment to the stewardship of place, heritage, and regional 
identity and have collaborated on various occasions with regard to aspects of community life in 
Northeast Los Angeles. Our work thus far on newspapers published in the Northeast quadrant of 
the City is an important component of our collaboration because local newspapers provide an 
immediate and generally accurate account of the events of the day. Although their coverage is 
colored by editorial point of view and human error, their accounts are a primary source for 
knowing about events otherwise forgotten, distorted by memory, or not covered by the 
metropolitan dailies. These newspapers bring us close to history as it is made daily through direct 
accounts in the idiom of the neighborhood. They have the capacity to help us understand the 
significance of the people who live and work in the neighborhoods they cover and convey a 
sense of place and shared identity.  
 
The newspapers of Northeast Los Angeles are particularly important because they document 
the everyday life of residents in an area that, during the late-19th century and first decades of the 
20th century, was the bohemian and artistic hub of the city that was fast becoming Los Angeles. 
Moreover, for a century, these newspapers chronicled a culturally and socially diverse region of 
the City of Los Angeles that experienced successive waves of immigrants from Europe, Asia, 
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and the Americas. These groups established thriving arts, business, and civic communities as 
their neighborhoods developed first from ranches and farms to suburbs, then to distinctive 
enclaves woven into the urban fabric of the City by public transportation networks and freeways.  
  
The proposed repository and online collection will preserve and make available to the public 
primary sources about the history of our Northeast Los Angeles communities whose compelling 
stories, unique to the ethnic and socioeconomic groups and physical landscape of their 
neighborhoods, will enrich the historical record of Los Angeles. It will provide resources for 
diverse constituents that study the development of this vital quadrant of the City: K-16 educators 
and faculty, local historians, genealogists, civic organizations, and the community-at-large. See 
Appendix A for examples of historical news articles. 
 
As a result of three years’ work to collect materials, the partners—ERVHS, HPHT, and 
Occidental College—now have in hand 17 newspapers in 333 reels of microfilm made by the 
publisher in 1980, together with many of the same titles in bound volumes or portfolios in paper 
copy rescued by members of ERVHS and HPHT from the publisher’s morgue. These include the 
Eagle Rock Sentinel (1930-1995), Highland Park Herald (1906-1924), Highland Park News 
Herald & Journal (1924-1995), and Belvedere Citizen Los Angeles (English with Spanish insert, 
1934-1980), all published by Northeast Newspapers Inc. In addition to these resources, the 
College archives holds the College’s student newspaper, Occidental Weekly (1904-Present) 
documenting history at its Highland Park and Eagle Rock campuses as well as their surrounding 
communities. See Appendix B for the inventory of publications. 
 
In 2010, the three organizations moved the papers, which had been stored in garages, into 
temperature-controlled storage. Since then Occidental College Library staff, together with 
ERVHS and HPHT volunteers, have started an inventory of the physical newspaper holdings 
with workflow and documentation procedures developed by Library staff. As for the microfilm, 
access was previously limited to the short business hours of the volunteer-staffed ERVHS 
archive. During the 2010-11 academic year, the Library accepted the microfilm as a long-term 
loan, and Occidental staff have carefully inventoried and cataloged the reels in both its Library 
catalog and in the national library database WorldCat. See Appendix C for examples of materials 
condition and new storage. 
 
Thus far, our collaboration has relied on limited, local, ad hoc, and in-kind funding for the 
newspaper project. Occidental has provided the staff expertise noted above and has joined 
ERVHS and HPHT in paying for the temperature-controlled storage of the physical papers; the 
College provides access to the microfilm through its Special Collections. ERVHS, HPHT, and 
Occidental continue to seek newspapers to fill gaps in the current holdings. Knowing that the 
photos in the newspapers are not always well reproduced on microfilm, we have reached out to 
Henk Friezer, son of Joe Friezer, the photographer whose work illustrated the Northeast regional 
papers from 1958 to 1986, to secure his archive of photographic negatives. Having this archive 
will not only enhance the published papers but provide a larger archive of other regional events 
and activities. See Appendix D for a circulation map of Northeast Los Angeles newspapers. 
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Our project is primed to move forward, not only deeper into our neighborhood to locate 
materials, but also beyond the scope of our local efforts. We intend to exploit statewide efforts to 
preserve historical newspapers in order to identify resources or missing elements and provide 
context for our own work and collection. We will therefore collaborate with the UC Riverside 
Center for Bibliographic Studies and Research (CBSR), which is the home base of the California 
Newspaper Project, the California Newspaper Microfilm Archive, and the California Digital 
Newspaper Collection (CDNC). In December of 2012, we consulted with Brian Geiger, director 
of the CBSR, and Andrea Vanek, assistant director of the California Newspaper Project and 
California Digital Newspaper Collection, at UC Riverside about issues they have encountered, 
our goals and proposal, and procedures for contributing to the digital collection. 
 
With the grant, we will develop a research strategy to identify our region’s newspapers and 
existing resources; define criteria to evaluate elements for digitization; select vendors for 
scanning; and upload digital copies to the California Digital Newspaper Collection, California 
Digital Library’s Calisphere, WorldCat Gateway, and our own Callimachus digital collection. 
 
Project Design and Implementation 
 
ERVHS, HPHT, and the Occidental College Library are now at the point where we would 
benefit from additional staffing and expertise to help us develop a formal plan for preserving the 
original papers and make them and the microfilm more accessible to scholars and the public 
through digitization. We seek to build on the work already completed by library staff and 
through the abundant volunteer energy, local knowledge, and connections of ERVHS and HPHT 
members by engaging a specialist in newspaper archiving and digitization who will help us 
create a systematic, sustainable preservation and access program.  
 
We seek grant funds to plan and implement a three-stage project: 
 

1. Research and Design  
a. Engage an Archivist/Project Manager. Working under the supervision of the 

College Librarian and closely with the Special Collections staff of Occidental 
College Library, this professional will have managerial skills and expertise in 
preservation and digitization in order to not only organize a pilot endeavor but 
develop a sustainable workflow and program. The Archivist/Project Manager will 
be our primary researcher for the survey of newspapers, the evaluator of the 
materials in hand, designer of workflow, and supervisor of volunteers and student 
labor. We expect the professional archivist to have experience in the standards 
and practices of preservation, archival materials digitization, and 
website/exhibition tools. We have had preliminary discussions with Kate Dundon, 
who has archival and digital project experience with the New York Public 
Library, Princeton University, and recently at our Library. 

b. The Archivist/Project Manager will survey and assess the condition of the printed 
papers and positive microfilm materials in hand. She will identify missing titles 
using local resources, the California Newspaper Project database, and the 
California Newspaper Microfilm Archive, among others. Consulting with the 

Kate Dundon


Kate Dundon
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As noted above, the project will exploit the Library’s existing software technologies, licenses, 
and contractual agreements with SCELC, OAC, and OCLC to upload digital materials to these 
consortia. 
 
Funding and Support by the Community 
Occidental College, ERVHS, and HPHT share the annual fee (currently $1200.00) for a 
temperature-controlled storage space to house the printed newspapers.  As part of the project, 
ERVHS and HPHT officers and members will ask their Neighborhood Councils for support and 
promote the project in the community; the organizations themselves will make a contribution of 
significant volunteer time. 
 
Names of Key Participants 
 
Robert Kieft, MLIS, PhD, Occidental College Librarian, worked at Stanford University and 
Haverford College in a variety of administrative positions prior to coming to Occidental in the 
fall of 2008. He is a member of both ERVHS and HPHT and has fostered the Library's 
collaboration with those groups by supporting and participating in their events and in hosting 
planning meetings on campus. As a board member of the Philadelphia Area Consortium of 
Special Collection Libraries, he helped to write and administer grants from the Andrew W. 
Mellon Foundation on using GIS technology as an interface for special and archival collections 
and on collaborative approaches to reveal hidden collections. With others, he also wrote a grant 
for Pennsylvania LSTA funds to create the policy infrastructure for the Digital Library of 
Pennsylvania.  He is a leader nationally on collaborative print archiving of general collections 
materials through project and standing groups and with colleagues in libraries and such research 
organizations as the California Digital Library, OCLC Research, and Ithaka. 
 
Dale Ann Stieber, MLIS, Special Collections Librarian/College Archivist, launched Occidental 
College’s digital collections as digital archivist for the Japanese American Relocation Online 
Archive, a project funded by the Haynes Foundation nine years ago. Since then, as Special 
Collections Librarian, she has worked with faculty, students, and staff to create and maintain 
seventeen online collections and exhibits, the most recent addition being OxyCorps, a digital 
video series of student-alumni interviews to document 70 years of student life at the College. 
Responsible for the care and use of over 60,000 rare books, manuscripts, artworks, ephemera, 
and archival material in the Occidental collections, Stieber is also active in promoting and 
preserving Los Angeles history. She is currently serving on the Executive Committee of LA as 
Subject, a consortium of over 250 archival institutions and researchers dedicated to collectively 
preserving, archiving, and sharing the history and culture of the Los Angeles Region. 
 
Anne Mar, MLIS, Metadata Specialist/Asst. College Archivist, has been at Occidental College 
since the fall of 2011. As a member of the Special Collections Department, her responsibilities 
include managing the College Archives, the Department’s largest single collection; overseeing 
the digitization workflow from metadata creation to preservation; and building digital resources 
such as the Special Collections website, photo collections on HistoryPin, online exhibits, and 
finding aids in the Online Archive of California. Before coming to Occidental, she was the 
project archivist for the National Equal Justice Library (NEJL) at Georgetown University Law 

Kate Dundon
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Center, an archive documenting the history of legal aid. She worked closely with NEJL board 
members to seek out grants to ensure the continuation of this important resource. 
 
Eric Warren, MFA, President, Eagle Rock Valley Historical Society, has spearheaded the 
archiving and cataloging efforts of the Society for nearly 20 years. A native of Eagle Rock, he 
has deep knowledge of the area’s history and people. He is the author of two pictorial histories of 
the community and, with Special Collections archivists, the designer and co-curator of “Building 
Occidental: The Road to Eagle Rock,” the College’s 125th anniversary exhibit. Warren 
supervised the pictorial digitization of the early Eagle Rock newspapers; recovered, stored, and 
sorted the bound volumes; and has used the newspapers extensively in research for various 
publications. 
 
Antonio Castillo, President, Highland Park Heritage Trust, is a long-time resident and active 
member of the Northeast Los Angeles community. As an urban planner, he has studied many 
communities and recognizes the importance of understanding and appreciating history as a way 
of shaping community identity. With over 13 years of professional experience, Antonio has held 
positions in the private, public, and non-profit sector with emphasis in urban planning, 
architectural design, and historic preservation. 
 
The Archivist/Project Manager will be our primary researcher for the survey of newspapers, the 
evaluator of the materials in hand, designer of workflow and supervisor of volunteers and student 
labor of the project. We expect the professional archivist to have experience in the standards and 
practices of preservation of newspapers, archival materials digitization, and website/exhibition 
tools. 
 
Appendices: 
 
Appendix A for examples of historical news articles. 
Appendix B for the inventory of publications. 
Appendix C for examples of materials condition, old storage space and new storage space. 
Appendix D for a circulation map of Northeast Los Angeles newspapers. 



APPENDIX A 

These articles and advertisement, from 1906, are taken from the Highland Park Herald. Together, they provide a 
snapshot of everyday life in Northeast Los Angeles during that time. 

    

     

 



APPENDIX A 

 

The March 21, 1935 edition of the Eastside Journal demonstrates the newspapers’ breadth of coverage. 
Articles cover politics, crime, church news and society events. 

 

 



APPENDIX B 

Inventory of bound Northeast Los Angeles newspapers in storage unit 

Boulevard Sentinel May 1997 - November 2011 
The Summit Niche May 1995 - May 1997 
Highland Park News Herald January 1926 – March 1965 
Highland Park Herald and Journal January 1962 - June 1962 
Highland Park Post Dispatch January 1941 - December 1942 
Highland Park Journal November 1946 - September 1956 
Highland Park Herald June 1921 - December 1923 
Community Press January 1930 - December 1932 
El Sereno Star  June 1956 - December 1956  
Eagle Rock News Herald October 1947 - December 1957 

Eagle Rock Sentinel 

January 1930 - December 1932 
January 1935 - December 1941 
January 1958 - June 1965 

Eagle Rock Reporter and Sentinel 

1926 
1929 
January 1942 - August 1957 

 

Inventory of Northeast Los Angeles newspapers on microfilm at Occidental College  

Belvedere Citizen 1934-1980 
The Eagle Rock Advertiser 1928-1945 
Eagle Rock News-Herald Jan. 3, 1957 - Aug. 8, 1957   
Eagle Rock Press Advertiser Jan. 3 - Dec. 26, 1946   

May 8, 1947 
Eagle Rock Reporter Jan. 2, 1925 - Jun. 19, 1925   
Eagle Rock Reporter and Sentinel January 1925- June 1930 
Eagle Rock Sentinel March 1910- December 1968 
Eagle Rock Star Aug. 11, 1977 - Feb. 16, 1978   
Eagle’s Scream (Eagle Rock High School) 
       -Scrapbook 

1927-January 2001 
      -1984-1985 

Eastside Journal March 1935-June 1955 
Highland Park Herald March 1906-October 1924 
Highland Park Journal November 1946-September 1956 
Highland Park News-Herald October 1924-December 1956 
Highland Park News Herald and Journal January 1957 – June 1981 
Lincoln Heights Bulletin-News 1919-1964 
El Sereno Star 1953-1964 
South Pasadena Journal 1963-1964 
 

Inventory of Occidental Weekly (physical copies only) 

Occidental Weekly 1904-present 
 



   

APPENDIX C 

 

  2010, newspapers stacked up in garage, before move from garage 
to storage unit. 

Preparing for move to storage unit.  

 

  December 2012, storage unit in Eagle Rock. Newspapers line 3 walls. 



   

APPENDIX C 

Eagle Rock Sentinel, March 9, 1910. Photocopy of microfilm. This is an example of the lower end of the quality of 
the microfilm stored at Occidental College. 

 



 

APPENDIX D 

Circulation map of Northeast Los Angeles, circa 1980s. 
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